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man, but he was a brave and skilful soldier, and
an honest man, resolved to maintain the Union,
even if he had to shoot a few Texans to do it.
His policy was bold and manly, and the fact that
it was said to have been inspired by Mr. Seward,
a leader in the only Northern party which had
any real principle to fight for, does not seem such
a monstrous idea as it did in 1850 or does still to
those who sustain Mr. Webster's action. That
General Taylor's policy was not so wild and im-
practicable as Mr, Webster's friends would have
us think, is shown by the fact that Mr. Benton,
Democrat and Southerner as he was, but imbued
with the vigor of the Jackson schoo), believed that
each question should be taken up by itself and
settled on its own merits. A policy which seemed
wise to three such different men as Taylor, Sew-
ard, and Benton, could hardly have been so utterly
impracticable and visionary as Mr. Webster's par-
tisans would like the world to believe. It was in
fact one of the cases which that extremely practical
statesman Nicolo Machiavelli had in mind when
he wrote that, " Dangers that are seen afar off
are easily prevented ; but protracting till they are
near at hand, the remedies grow unseasonable and
the malady incurable."

It may be readily admitted that there was a
great and perilous political crisis in 1850, as Mr.
Webster said. In certain quarters, in the excite-
ment of party strife, there was a tendency to de*